The Lighthouse

Celebrating our Wonderful
volunteers This Christmas

Transforming lives through kindness, belief and hope

An incredible 2016
at The LIghthouse
Thank you for all the amazing work
you’ve done this year. The Lighthouse
simply couldn’t function without you! We
hope you have a fantastic Christmas and
a wonderful New Year.
This Christmas we won’t be hosting a
Christmas service or Christmas Lunch,
however there will be a family service on
Sunday 18th December and we’d love to
have you join us.
We have published a list of places and
organisations in Woking and West Byfleet
who are serving Christmas Day meals.
Some of these need to be booked so do
keep an eye out for the published list.
Once again thanks for all you have done
this year, and we look forward to seeing
you again fresh in the New Year!

Quote of the month
“The Son of God became a man
to enable men to become sons
of God.”
- C.S. Lewis
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The Cosy
We’ve now been open 5 days a week
since September, all thanks to the
dedication and hard work of Hanneke
and Annelie, and we’ve seen our team of
volunteers really growing in response.
We’ve also been having lots of enquiries
about private hire so we’re now trying to
put together an events package.
This winter we’re really excited to offer a
Christmas Menu, so we’d love for you to
pop in and try out our festive treats!

Esteem Ahead
We’re celebrating our 1 year anniversary,
and what a year it’s been! We’ve placed
24 women into employment, another 15
into volunteering positions as a stepping
stone into employment, and our team
has doubled in size.
We really are so proud of our wonderful
team and all the work they’ve done in
supporting these women. It is a very
intensive process working week in week
out with the same individuals requiring a
great deal of compassion, patience, and
understanding. Thank you all so much
for your dedication and hard work!
It has been amazing to see the evolution
of relationships over the year and of
course the successes in finding work.

Important Dates
Please note that The
Lighthouse will be closed
from Monday 19th
December and will reopen
on Monday 9th January.
This excludes the
Foodbank which will
operate its usual hours,
except for closing on
public holidays 26th Dec
and 2nd Jan.

A word from Lumina

Creative Collective

Jigsaw

We’ve continued to reach out each
week with prayer ministry and Bible
studies. We have seen many prayed
for, people coming to faith, the Bible
group growing in depth and the teams
on Monday growing. It has been
amazing to watch a traveller come from
a criminal background to faith in Jesus!
We value your prayers that we'd keep
sowing seeds no matter the outcomes
and for more teams on Thursday.

This project has really been growing!
Currently we’re learning how to do
modern calligraphy and brush script
typography. Sophie has been doing an
incredible job encouraging everyone,
and inspiring us all to be more creative!
We’ve had a number of people comment
on how therapeutic it’s been to unlock
creativity, learn new skills whilst also
developing new relationships. If you
enjoy being creative do come along!

We’re delighted to welcome 2 new
volunteers Dee and Jean and the
return of Roz! Having been busy
putting away summer stock for
winter clothes, we’ve also had a
spruce up with the help of Paul
painting the floor and stairs.
We really need clothes for ages 2-5
(particularly girls) and also stair
gates, so please spread the word!

We wish you all a very happy Christmas

FOODWISE

Lighthouse Volunteer of the Year 2016

Foodwise has been running cookery
classes on Mondays throughout the year.
These classes have provided a safe
environment for people to develop their
cooking skills, and it has been great to
see people developing more confidence
in themselves as well. We recently ran a
second class on Monday afternoons in
partnership with Woking Borough Council
which went well. The Council were very
impressed with the environment and the
work that goes on at The Lighthouse and
they are keen to develop further courses
with us in the future, which is very
exciting. As my time comes to an end as
a food coach, I will be passing on the
baton to Grace to continue this exciting
venture with Foodwise.

We are really delighted to celebrate Paul as our
Lighthouse volunteer of the year 2016. Paul has done
so much to take care of the Lighthouse building this
year. No job is too big or too small. Paul is always
happy to do what needs to be done.

Crafts and a Cuppa
David, Cat and Sophie have jointly
started a new project that is so simple in
concept but incredibly compassionate in
nature. They’ve created a collection of
boxes each containing an activity of some
sort. The idea is to have something to be
able to break the ice with someone
coming into the Lighthouse who might not
be engaged with any particular project. A
volunteer can grab a box and spend time
with that individual using the activity to
connect and start a conversation. For
example it might be making a paper
chain or some other creative activity.
Crafts and a Cuppa is already proving
very popular, and an amazing tool for
developing relationships. Well done to
you guys!

The Food Bank
It’s been another busy year at The
Foodbank with the amazing support we
continue to receive from our local
community including the huge amount

Thank you so much Paul for all your hard work and
dedication, we really appreciate it and look forward to
another wonderful year in 2017.

Prayer 24/7
We really want to establish a culture of
prayer at the Lighthouse where we
have people praying throughout the
times the Lighthouse is open: 4 hours a
day, 5 hours a week. We’re currently
looking into ways to enable people to
book prayer slots online, so if you’re
interested and would like to be kept
informed about this please email us and
we’d be happy to pass on the details:
lighthouse@wokingvineyard.org

BIG THANK YOU!!
To all our building maintenance
volunteers. There are so many
people doing so much behind the
scenes to look after the building
from emptying bins to replacing
toilet rolls etc. Without you all, the
building couldn’t function, so a big
thank you from all of us at The
Lighthouse!
of stock donated and our highly
committed volunteers, some who have
been here almost 3 years. We have
prepared 929 emergency food parcels,
providing food for over 2000 adults and
children, and we are working hard to
collect fresh food and bread from local

Offering support to
Syrian Families
We have been partnering with Esteem
Ahead to offer support to the men in
these families as well as the women. In
trying to help them get work ready we’ve
noticed there is a significant cultural and
language barrier that needs to be
addressed first so are currently piloting a
number of initiatives that we hope to turn
into a fully fledged programme in 2017.
We’re currently working closely with 4
families using role play to help them
practice their English and social
situations. Since arriving in the UK these
families have been coming to the
Foodbank and Jigsaw. They really seem
to love it here and feel safe, developing
strong relationships.
Thank you to an amazing team for their
flexibility in rising to the challenge of
generating creative ideas in response to
these unique situations.
supermarkets to provide some fresh fruit
and vegetables to our visitors. Please
help by letting us know if you work or
volunteer in frontline care professions or
come across people who would benefit
from the help of the Foodbank, so we
can help those that need it.

Thank you for a wonderful 2016
See you in 2017!

